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SGA student forum considered a “mild success”

Art students spend their time at Sierra 
Nevada College preparing and working on 
the skills needed to create their final proj-
ect- the Bachelor of Fine Arts show.

Senior Karl Schwiesow presents his BFA 
show at 5 p.m on Thursday, Nov. 29 in the 
Tahoe Gallery, located on the third floor of 
the Prim Library.

The show is titled “The Red Boat” and 
according to Schwiesow is about relation-
ships.

“It’s about your physical relationship to 
earth,” said Schwiesow. “Creating reaction 
to object by taking object out of context.”

Schwiesow previewed one piece that will 
eventually feature a blue chair, a yellow 
rain slicker and a drawing he did of a sub-
marine. According to Schwiesow he is see-
ing connections between objects that aren’t 
normally connected.

“The blue chair would represent water, 
which the submarine would be in. You’d 

wear the rain slicker to stay dry, but you 
wouldn’t have to wear it on the subma-
rine,” said Schwiesow.

Schwiesow has done many installation 
pieces, many of which have been featured 
at SNC. Before the snow fell, Schwiesow 
constructed a piece out of ceramic cinder 
blocks on the lawn in front of Campbell-
Friedman Hall.

“This installation is designed to bring 
conceptual and physical awareness di-
rectly to the viewers and participants,” said 
Schwiesow, on his website.

The full explanation of his work and 
installations can be found on his website. 
www.karlschwiesow.com.

“Creativity surrounds us; it permeates 
every avenue of our social structure from 
our capacity to communicate with each 
other through written language, to the abil-
ity to critically assess and respond to situ-
ations beyond our physical control,” said 
Schwiesow. “We are who we are because 
we respond to things the way we do.”

BY SAM MARQUARDT
Staff Reporter

Each day on Sierra Nevada College’s 
campus, groups of students gather be-
tween classes to catch up, talk snowsports 
and complain about school. Yet, only five 
students showed up to the open forum for 
students and faculty at 7 p.m. hosted by 
the Student Government Association on 
Wednesday Nov. 7 in Tahoe Center for En-
vironmental Sciences. 

The panel included President Lynn Gil-
lette, Dean of Students Will Hoida, Execu-
tive Vice President and Provost Shannon 
Beets, as well as SGA executive board 
members President Sabrina Belleci, Vice 
President Jake Denny and Secretary Anza 
Jarschke.

Belleci’s State of the Campus Address 

began the evening and focused on clubs, 
events and student involvement on cam-
pus and in the community “ensuring SNC 
and SGA grows, strengthens and continues 
to put students first.” The speech was fol-
lowed by questions from the students who 
attended. 

The forum direction immediately turned 
from SGA commentary to inquiries about 
parking, the Holman Arts and Media Cen-
ter and the future of SNC, for which Gil-
lette answered the majority of questions. 

“Five years ago undergraduate enroll-
ment was about 260. It’s 536 now, and if 
we can do what we want, we have a goal 
of taking it to 1,000. What 1,000 does is 
allow the college to do a number of things 
it could not do,” said Gillette. 

Plans for another academic building, 

dorm and parking garage, approved by the 
Tahoe Regional Planning Agency, are set 
to take effect if SNC reaches those num-
bers. However, approval does not mean 
funding, and therefore SNC must wait for 
the financial security to begin construction. 

In the meantime, due to community rela-
tions issues arising from student parking, 
options such as satellite shuttle locations 
for students, Greener than the Dean alter-
native transportation promotions and dif-
ferent classes of parking which dictate how 
close students park to campus will become 
the new norm as enrollment increases. 

To reach financial sustainability, expand 
the campus and boost the viability of cur-
rent student degrees, Beets said, “The sin-
gle most important thing you can do for the 
future of this college is to talk about how 

great your experiences are here, since the 
most significant way we get new students 
is word of mouth.” 

Nearly every student in attendance 
agreed with Beets and offered to return to 
their alma maters and advocate for the un-
matched experience that SNC provides its 
students.  

Overall the forum touched upon serious 
and informative topics, despite the lack of 
attendance. All students were satisfied with 
the answers provided, and every grievance 
and suggestion was heard. 

“I would put the meeting as a mild suc-
cess. I’d have liked to see a better student 
turnout, but I think we talked about some 
important issues and we had a great discus-
sion that I wish could have reached more 
ears,” said Denny. 

BY MARISSA STONE
Staff Reporter

The Red Boat: An upcoming BFA show by Karl Schwiesow

“THE RED BOAT” OPENS at 5 p.m. Nov. 29. in the Tahoe Gallery.  Look for the art of Matt Mattson opening 
Dec. 3.

The $326 Student Government Association fee, annually 
charged to all students, supports all student-related ac-
tivities including trips, dances, events and clubs at Sierra 
Nevada College. Proceeds for the fee are administered by 
the SGA Executive Board, with this year’s total projected 
budget set at $173,482.74.

The Eagle’s Eye collected three 
years of budget data to investigate 
what students pay for and how 
SGA allocates the funds.

For 2012 -13, the largest ex-
penditure was for three dances at 
a cost of $63,500. This includes 
a Halloween dance for $8,500, 
a fall formal for $25,000 and a 
spring formal for $30,000.

“I went to the Halloween dance, 
and had a lot of fun,” said Senior 
Molly Allen. “It’s good SGA sup-
ports such fun events.”

 The next largest expenditure 
was for SGA board expenses at 
$22,364.38, followed by $17,200 
spent on trips. The trips include 
ski days at Northstar, Sugar 
Bowl and Mammoth for a total of 
$5,400, a Six Flags visit that costs 
$3,000, and the Sierra Cloud cata-
maran for $6,000.

 “I don’t attend any of the SGA 
events,” said Senior Kolina Coe. 
“I’ve been going to school here 
for seven semesters. I’ve spent 
about $2,000 on SGA, and have 
probably only used $20 of that. 
I’m here for an education, not for social events.”

The budget said the Mangent event cost $13,000 this 
semester, an increase of around $10,000. However, SGA 
officers reported that this was a mistake, as the event only 
cost $1,300. SGA Vice President Jake Denny said the 
$11,700 remaining can now be used for clubs. 

SGA projected to spend $15,000 on clubs this year, and 
the SGA board will consider adding the $11,700. The bud-
get shows that funds for student clubs have increased over 
the years. Money spent on clubs in 2010 - 11 was 2 percent 
of the total budget at $1,497.74. The money spent on clubs 
in 2012 – 13 was 9 percent of the budget at $15,000, mean-
ing there was a 48 percent increase of funds used on clubs. 

Denny said clubs this year don’t come to SGA enough 
asking for money. Dean of Students Will Hoida said SGA 
would love for any clubs to go to a professional confer-

ence in their field, and if they want to come and make a 
proposal for it he thought the board would be, “fired up 
about it”. He also said that if clubs requests are more than 
$15,000, than that would be fine. SGA holds their weekly 
meetings at 8:30 a.m. every Thursday, in the SGA office 
on first floor Prim Shultz. 

“SGA usually helps us with NCECA (National Council 
on Education for Ceramic Arts conference), but we have to 

also put in our own funds,” said Clay Club Advisor Aman-
da Dabel. “It’s nice that SGA is there to help us, because it 
is expensive to go to a conference.”

Looking at three years worth of budget data, the SGA Ex-
ecutive Board’s expenses have increased from $10,606.67 
in 2010-11, $6,000 in 2011-12, to the now projected 
$22,364.38 for 2012-13. Two budget items that have in-
creased are stipends and conference fees.

Stipend fees listed in the budget go to support the seven 
SGA Executive Board members and provide incentives 
for them to do the job. Stipends increased this year, from 
$5,500 in 2011 – 12, to $10,000 year. The four senators 
split a stipend total of $800 per semester. The Potty Press 
receives a $400 annual stipend, with Director of Events 
Megan Williamson receiving $10 a week when she com-
pletes the Potty Press newsletter found in SNC bathrooms.  

The budget shows that SGA is using $8,500 to fund a trip 
to the American Student Government Association Confer-
ence on Feb. 16 in New Orleans. SGA President Sabrina 
Belleci said that it would cost each member $1,100 to en-
ter the conference. In the previous years SGA would go on 
retreats, spending $851.72 in 2010 – 11.  Denny said they 
have decided to increase the funds this year so they can 
build their skills at the conference. 

“SGA is finally catching up,” said 
Hoida. “(SGA is) doing the right thing 
and becoming a part of a professional 
organization here in the country. For 
going to a conference and using the 
fund money, we should be commend-
ing this board for being professionals.”

The rest of the SGA board expenses 
are used to purchase name-tags, T-
shirts and apparel. 

The student fee was $200 in 2010 – 
11, and increased 61 percent to the now 
$326 student fee. Belleci said that the 
student fee is increasing so that SGA 
can provide for the growing student 
population. She said they have no con-
trol in what the student budget price 
will be, and that a committee decides 
on it. 

The budget shows that $34,175.21 
was unspent after the 2011 -12 school 
year. Denny said $20,000 of the re-
maining total was used to purchase 
last year’s senior gift; a large marble 
sign for SNC on Highway 28. With the 
senior gift, it means that $14,175 still 
remained at the end of the school year.

SNC Controller Lynda Odell said 
money not spent at the end of the year 

rolls over into a reserve account that only SGA can touch. 
Belleci said she had never heard about the reserve account. 
Denny said in the SGA constitution it states they have to 
spend down to $5,000 by the end of the semester.

In the beginning of the year, SGA does not know the 
total amount of student fees it will have. The board mem-
bers create a projected budget, recording what they think 
everything for the school year will end up costing. When 
they receive the actual student budget, they use the pro-
jected budget as a guideline as to what they should spend. 
The actual budget that SGA receives depends on the final 
number of enrolled students. 

SGA holds its weekly meetings at 8:30 a.m. every Thurs-
day, in the SGA office on first floor Prim Shultz. All of 
SGA’s agendas are posted on www.sierranevada.edu/SGA.

The price students are paying
BY PATRICK HOEPPNER
Staff Editor

SGA’s Budget:
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2012-13 

Student Fee: $326

Projected Total Budget: 
$173,482.74
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Student Fee: $300

Actual Budget: 
$120,586.85

Past Year’s SGA Actual Budgets

*

*Actual Mangent cost $1,300. See story

Our fearless staff left to 
right: A&E Editor Patrick 
Hoeppner, Staff Reporter 
Sam Marquardt, News 
Editor Jenn Sheridan, 
Managing Editor Jason 
Paladino, Copy Editor 
Caitlin Khoury, Photo Edi-
tor Jake Pollock, Design 
& Online Editor Savannah 
Hoover. Not Pictured: 
Staff Reporter Marissa 
Stone. 

What do you think about SGA’s budget?
 Comment at www.snceagleseye.com

How your fee is 
allocated:


