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As Jeremy Jones glides along the 
wind-scorned ridge, his split 
board crunches through the sun 

baked snow like teeth biting into a piece 
of toast. He’s been skinning since the sun 
rose over the vanilla dipped peaks that line 
the eastern horizon. His excitement boils 
as he nears his favorite bowl hidden away 
deep in the Sierras. Sweat droplets emerge 
from the pores of his face, instantly freez-
ing once released from the security of his 
warm scruff covered chin. 

He stops to take a break. Looking around 
like a night owl in search of prey, he no-
tices unfamiliar faces painted across the 
surrounding mountains. In past years, the 
rocks in front of him were hidden under 
the snow. He can’t recall a time he has wit-
nessed such low snow levels.  

Jones continued to his destination, breaks 
down his skins, put his board together and 
begins his descent back to civilization. 

Thousands of people have witnessed 
scenes similar to this in Jones’s documen-
tary snowboard films, “Deeper”, “Further” 
and “Higher”.

Jeremy Jones is a renowned professional 
snowboarder and activist who has seen 
first hand the impact of climate change on 
our mountains, according to his story on 
Protect Our Winters website. POW, is a 
non-profit organization based out of Truck-
ee that was founded by Jones in 2007 to 
address the gap between the winter sports 
community and action being taken to ad-
dress the issues of climate change.

Today, POW is the environmental center 
point of the world’s winter sports commu-
nity, brought together with being active to-
ward a common goal of reducing climate 
change’s effects on our planet. According 
to POW, the organization aims to engage 
and mobilize the winter sports community 
to lead the fight against climate change.

Unfortunately Jones has been unreach-
able and was unable to interview for this 
story due to his travels around the world 
relating to POW and his snowboard com-
pany, Jones Snowboards. 

Their main focus is educational initia-
tives, advocacy and support of commu-
nity-based projects. POW has been very 
successful at accomplishing its mission. 
The organization has re-invested over 
$750,000 in initiatives that connect and 
rally the snow sports community. They 
have written and hand delivered a letter to 
the white house signed by 75 professional 
athletes. They have launched programs and 
organizations such as “POW Riders Alli-
ance”, Twitter Blizzard, the POW7 Pledge, 
Cal Kills Snow program, the “Drop in and 
Vote” campaign and the Hot Planet/Cool 
Athletes educational program. 

A full informative list of their most no-
table accomplishments is available to the 
public online at (http://protectourwinters.
org/about/what-we-have-done). 

Sierra Nevada College Senior Marina 

McCoy interned for POW from Janu-
ary 2014 to May 2014. Her job as their 
Education Program Assistant was to help 
schedule and lock down the Hot Planet/
Cool Athlete program (HPCA). This pro-
gram involves POW bringing professional 
athletes from the ski industry into middle 
schools and high schools to talk about their 
first hand experience with climate change. 

“It’s pretty rad, because it adds the ‘cool 
factor’ to the presentation, so kids really 
do pay attention. I was so shocked when 
I went to my first assembly with POW and 
saw how interactive the students were,” 
McCoy said.

POW also connects sustainability and the 
winter sports community by supporting the 
slogan “Earn your own turns”. This mean-
ing hiking and skinning up mountains to 
ride down them instead of supporting the 
large, emission heavy ski resorts.

“This slogan is what inspired me not to 
get a season pass this year and just get ava-
lanche certified and do backcountry,” Mc-
Coy said. 

According to McCoy, there are many oth-
er ways to slow climate change other than 
avoiding buying a season pass. Changing 
your own personal habits is a first step 
towards fighting against climate change. 
Lower your carbon footprint by carpooling 
to the mountain, and don’t leave your car 
running for half an hour to warm up in the 
morning while you get ready. 

“It’s all about inspiring people to change 
their habits and offering them a little some-
thing extra to thank them for doing it. We 
need to educate and inspire people to not 

over consume,” McCoy said.
SNC Senior and ski team member Me-

lissa Daniels was born in Tahoe and has 
been raised skiing at Squaw Valley since 
she was 3-years-old. 

“We had so many storms the winter of 
2011, the snow accumulation was insane, 
but since then the winters have changed 
dramatically and have been extremely 
dry,” Daniels said.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) is a federal agen-
cy created to share knowledge and infor-
mation on changes in climate, weather, 
oceans and coasts. 

“Even though the winter of 2011 was 
above average in the US in terms of snow-
fall, it was a below average winter, temper-
ature-wise, throughout the northern hemi-
sphere; the eighth below average winter in 
a row.  The climate trend is one of warm-
ing,” (NOAA, 2011).

The National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration (NASA) states “In the Lake 
Tahoe area, spring arrives two weeks ear-
lier now than it did in 1961.”

The climate is changing, and it is fact that 
it is connected to humans having an impact 
on the Earth’s natural rhythm; this mainly 
taking place in the last 150 years, specifi-
cally since the Industrial Revolution. 

“We’ve done this primarily by digging 
up long-buried carbon in the form of coal, 
oil and natural gas, and burning these fossil 
fuels – releasing this eons-old carbon into 
the atmosphere,” POW.

The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) was created to protect human health 

and the environment’s health by writing 
and enforcing regulations based on laws 
passed by Congress. 

In 2011 the EPA stated that, “heat-trap-
ping greenhouse gasses are now at record-
high levels in the atmosphere compared 
with the recent and distant past.”

It’s important to take note that the warm-
ing of the planet is not in question by the 
scientific community. 

“The cause (human combustion of fossil 
fuels) is accepted by 98 percent of clima-
tologists and every independent scientific 
body on the planet,” POW.

Winter sports are directly connected to 
winter, and winter is directly connected 
to our climate. If the climate continues to 
change in the directions it is, the conse-
quences will directly effect the winter sport 
industries. 

SNC graduate Tucker Norred has been 
working for Boreal and Woodward Tahoe 
for three years. He has witnessed and dealt 
with the warm and dry winters from a re-
sort’s standpoint.

“Snow is our livelihood. It’s our respon-
sibility to protect our natural resources to 
ensure that we can enjoy winter sports for 
years to come. Boreal is committed to re-
ducing carbon emissions produced through 
our operations,” Norred said.

The non-profit organization POW along 
with Jeremy and a growing number of the 
winter sports community is coming togeth-
er, attempting to slow, stop, and reverse the 
human impact on our climate. They’re all 
being active in attempt to protect our win-
ters. Are you?

FIGHTS AGAINST 
CLIMATE CHANGE
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Protect Our Winters teams with winter sport industry to generate activism to slow climate change.

COURTESY OF  POW
POW MEMBERS  gather for a group photo at the White House after meeting with Congress to discuss cutting carbon emissions and fighting climate change.
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http://www.wunderground.com/climate/evidence.asp 

COURTESY OF TAKASHI POW
JEREMY JONES  carefully decends into a narrow shoot in the backcountry. Jones is one of the most active snowboarders in the industry who truly “earns his turns”. 

THE FACTS

Global surface temperature from 1880 to 2014

Sea level rise from 1992 to 2014

Sea ice extent from 1980 to 2014

Atmospheric CO2 concentration per thou-
sand years ago


