
MASS MEDIA & AMERICAN SOCIETY          
 
Course Code & No. - Section:  

 
ENGL 346  

Course Title (Credits): Mass Media & American Society 
Term & Year: Fall 2014  
Course Ref. No. (CRN):  Independent Study 
  
Instructor: Tanya Canino  
Phone(s): 530-581-1020  
Email: tcanino@sierranevada.edu 
Office: TCES Second Floor 
Office Hours: M/W 1-2:30 p.m. or by appointment 
  
Class Meeting Time: Independent Study  - Meet once a week TBD 
Prerequisites: ENGL 101 
  
The College Mission Statement: Sierra Nevada College graduates will be educated to be scholars of and contributors to a sustainable 
world. Sierra Nevada College combines the liberal arts and professional preparedness through an interdisciplinary curriculum that 
emphasizes entrepreneurial thinking and environmental, social, economic and educational sustainability.  
 
The College Core Themes:  Liberal Arts, Professional Preparedness, Entrepreneurial Thinking, Sustainability 
 
Course Description This course examines the historical, ethical and cultural role of the major forms of American mass media, 
including print, broadcast and online media. By taking a close look at the media’s relationship to our democratic system of 
government and its necessary free exchange of ideas, students gain an understanding of the increasingly important role the media have 
in shaping us as individuals and as a society. Students examine how journalistic ethics and American laws affect the media’s ability to 
perform this role. 

Expectations: Student will complete all assignments and assigned readings, and meet with faculty adviser once a week. 
 
Student Outcomes:  Upon successful completion of this course, a student will:   

1. Understand the role of a free press in a democracy 
2. Evaluate the challenges today with accuracy, fairness and bias and how crumbling integrity, economics, the Internet and 

media conglomerates are affecting the press 
3. Become familiar with media law: libel, copyright, invasion of privacy, etc. 
4. Become familiar with press rights: Sunshine laws, press privileges, press protections, right to know 
5. Evaluate current case law which affects online publishing, such as blogging 
6. Identify ethical issues and learn how to handle an ethical situation 
7. Learn journalism’s codes of ethics 

 
Methods of Assessing Student Outcomes   
Student outcomes will be assessed using the following:   

1. Quizzes on readings  2. Case study evaluations 
3. Midterm    4. Final research paper 
 

Instructional Strategies 
As an independent study, student will read provided information and research a topic for a paper. 
 
The SNC Email System: The SNC email system is the official communication vehicle among students, faculty members and 
administrative staff and is designed to protect the confidentiality of student information as required by the Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act of 1974 Act (FERPA).  Students should check their college email accounts daily during the school year. Students 
have a right to forward their SNC e-mail to another e-mail account (for example, @hotmail or @gmail).  However, confidentiality of 
student information protected by FERPA cannot be guaranteed for SNC e-mail forwarded to an outside vendor. Having email 
redirected does not absolve a student from the responsibilities associated with official communication sent to his or her SNC email 
account. 
Required Texts and Materials       

1. Poynter.org courses     3. Assigned readings on www.sncjournalism.wordpress.com  
2. Media Law & Ethics, Roy Moore (provided) 

 
Grading Policy 
150 points for weekly assignments (150 points total) 
50 points for midterm   
100 points for research paper   

300-270  A 
269-240  B 
239-210  C 
219-180  D 
179-0  F 
 



Tentative Course Schedule: Note- This schedule provides a general plan for this course. Alterations may be necessary and students 
will be informed of assignments via www.sncjournalism.wordpress.com.  
 

Date Class Plan Assignment Due 
 
              Week of 8/18 

 
Course introduction: Find the  

constitutional issues surrounding Ferguson 

 
         Assignments will be posted each week on 

www.sncjournalism.wordpress.com. 
They will be due the following Wednesday. 

 
Week of 8/25 & 9/1 

 
The First Amendment 

First Amendment History 
Freedom of the Press 

 

 
 Assignments  due on Wed, Sept. 10 

 

 
Week of 9/8 

 

 
Press freedom around the world 

 
 

 
Assignments due on Wed, Sept. 17 

 

  
Week of 9/15 & 9/22 

 
A journalist’s role in a democracy 

The Fourth Estate 
Watchdog 

Agenda setter  
Watergate 

A journalist’s role in a democracy 
Citizen journalism 

 

 
Assignments due on Wed, Oct. 1 

 

 
Week of 9/29 

  

 
Changing Landscape of Media 

Conglomerates 
FCC rulings 

Financial challenges to legacy media 
Rise of the hyperlocal website 

 

 
Assignments due on Wed, Oct. 8 

    

 
Week of 10/6 

  

 
       Accuracy, Fairness, Bias 

The issue of objectivity 
Distrust of the Media 

Crumbling Integrity: Plagiarism, Theft 
 

 
Assignments due on Wed, Oct. 15 

Midterm TBA 
   

 
Week of 10/13 

  

 
Accuracy, Fairness, Bias 

Journalism standards – Codes of Ethics 
Seven Deadly Sins - Ethics  

Assignments due on Wed, Oct. 22 
 

 
Week of 10/20 

 

 
Press Wrongs 

Libel 

 Assignments due on Wed, Oct. 29 
 

 
Week of 10/27 

 
Press Wrongs 

Invasion of Privacy 
Breach of Contract, Trespassing,  

Contempt of Court 
Taste & Decency  

 
Assignments due on Wed, Nov. 5 

 

 
Week of 11/3 

 

 
Press Rights 

Sunshine Laws 
Press Privileges & Protections 

 

 
Assignments due on Wed, Nov. 12 

 

   

 



 
Week of 11/10 

 

 
Press Rights 

FOI Act 

 
Assignments due on Wed, Nov. 19 

  
 

Week of 11/17 & 11/24 
 

 
Ethics 

Ethical Decision Making 
 

 
  Assignments due on Wed, Dec. 3 

 

 
Week of 12/1 

 

 
Research Paper Due 

  
Final TBA  

 
Prim Library Resources: Using the library’s resources effectively (not just Internet resources) contributes to developing each of 
SNC’s core themes by exposing students to high quality academic resources, diverse opinions, new ideas, and a future that includes 
building on a liberal arts education. In this course, you will be expected to utilize the library’s resources (either on-site or remotely) 
when appropriate for story research. Prim Library Resources include, but are not limited to:  

1. Electronic databases (for peer-reviewed research articles, reviews, newspaper and magazine articles  
2. Hardcopy periodicals. Full-text articles from many more periodicals are available through the electronic databases.  
3.    Hardcopy texts 
4.    Lib Guides: http://Libguides.sierranevada.edu These web pages contain instructions about how to use resources available at 

Prim Library, how to evaluation the appropriateness of information from the Internet for a research paper, how to cite 
sources, and other topics related to finding and using information. 

5.    Film resources  
 
Sanctions for Cheating and/or Plagiarism: The Honor Code: The faculty of SNC believes students must be held to high standards 
of integrity in all aspects of college life in order to promote the educational mission of the College and to encourage respect for the 
rights of others. Each student brings to the SNC community unique skills, talents, values and experiences which, when expressed 
within the community, contribute to the quality of the educational environment and the growth and development of the individual. 
Students share with members of the faculty, administration and staff the responsibility for creating and maintaining an environment 
conducive to learning and personal development, where actions are guided by mutual respect, integrity, responsibility and trust. The 
faculty and students alike must make diligent efforts to ensure high standards are upheld by their colleagues and peers as well as 
themselves. Therefore faculty and students accept responsibility for maintaining these standards at Sierra Nevada College and are 
obligated to comply with its regulations and procedures, which they are expected to read and understand. 
 
Consequences of Violating the Student Honor Code: SNC students and faculty share the responsibility for maintaining an 
environment of academic honesty.  Thus, all are responsible for knowing and abiding by the SNC Faculty/Student Honor Code 
published in the current SNC Catalog.  Faculty are responsible for presenting the Honor Code and the consequences of violating it to 
students at the start of their classes AND for reporting all incidences of academic dishonesty to the Provost.  Students are responsible 
for knowing what constitutes CHEATING, PLAGIARISM and FABRICATION and for refraining from these and other forms of 
academic dishonesty.  Violations of the Honor Code become part of a student’s academic record.  

1st Offense: Student receives a zero for assignment/exam and  counseling with faculty on the honor code, 
consequences for violating the honor code, and the value of academic honesty in learning. 

2nd Offense: Student fails course and receives counseling with faculty on the honor code, consequences for 
violating the honor code, and the value of academic honesty in learning. 

3rd Offense: Student is expelled. 
. 

ADA Accommodations: In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 
students with a documented disability are eligible for support services and accommodations. If a student wishes to request an 
accommodation, please contact the Director of Academic Support Services, Henry Conover, at (775) 831-1314 x7534, 
hconover@sierranevada.edu or go to the OASIS offices on the third floor of Prim Library within the first week of the semester 


